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From  "Abraham  Lincoln:  A  History."  Copyright 
r886-i8go,  by  John  G.  Nicolay  and  John  Hay. 
Published  by  The  Century  Co. 

"  It  was  a  trying  ordeal  to  fittingly  crown  with  a  few 
brief  sentences  the  ceremonies  of  such  a  day,  and  such 
an  achievement  in  oratory  [Edward  Everett's  oration] ; 
finished,  erudite,  apparently  exhaustive  of  the  theme  ; 
replete  with  all  the  strength  of  scholastic  method  and 
the  highest  graces  of  literary  culture.  If  there  arose  in 
the  mind  ot  any  discriminating  listener  on  the  platform 
a  passing  doubt  whether  Mr.  Lincoln  would  or  could 
properly  honor  the  unique  occasion,  that  doubt  vanished 
with  his  opening  sentence  ;  for  then  and  there  the  Presi- 
dent pronounced  an  address  of  dedication  so  pertinent, 
so  brief  yet  so  comprehensive,  so  terse  yet  so  eloquent, 
linking  the  deeds  of  the  present  to  the  thoughts  of  the 
future,  with  simple  words,  in  such  living,  original  yet 
exquisitely  molded,  maxim-like  phrases,  that  the  best 
critics  have  awarded  it  an  unquestioned  rank  as  one  ot 
the  world's  masterpieces  in  rhetorical  art." 

A.  H.  Nickerson,  in  Scribnerys  Magazine,  July  1893. 

"...  There  has  been  considerable  difference  ot 
opinion  among  those  who  were  present,  as  to  whether 
or  not  he  had  any  notes  of  this,  undoubtedly  the 
greatest  speech  of  his  life.  My  own  impressions — 
whether  correct  or  not — were  received  then,  and  have 
never  since  been  changed  by  anything  I  have  seen  or 
heard  on  the  subject.  I  think  he  had  a  card  or  a  strip 
of  paper  the  size  of  a  visiting-card  in  his  hand.  He 
did  not,  however,  look  at  or  refer  to  it  in  any  way.  .  .  . 
It  was  the  whole  matter  in  a  nutshell,  delivered  dis- 
tinctly and  impressively,  so  that  all  that  vast  concourse 
could  hear  him.  My  own  emotions  may  perhaps  be 
imagined  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  was  facing 
the  spot  where  only  a  short  time  before  we  had  had  our 
death-grapple  with  Pickett's  men,  and  he  stood  almost 
immediately  over  the  place  where  I  had  lain  and  seen 
my  comrades  torn  in  fragments  by  the  enemy's  cannon- 
balls." 


Critic  Leaflet  No.  j. 

New  York:   The  Critic  Co. 
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Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers 
brought  forth  on  this  continent  a  new  nation, 
conceived  in  liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war, 
testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation 
so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long 
endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field 
of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a 
portion  of  that  field  as  a  final  resting-place 
for  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting 
and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  ded- 
icate— we  cannot  consecrate — we  cannot 
hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living 
and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  conse- 
crated it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add 
or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note,  nor 
long  remember,  what  we  say  here,  but  it 
can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is 
for  us,  the  living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated 
here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they  who 
fought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  ad- 
vanced. It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before 
us — that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take 
increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which 
they  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion; 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain ;  that  this 
nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth 
of  freedom  ;  and  that  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people, 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

November  19,  1863.  Abraham  Lincoln 


77.  loo?,  ow. 


